
07/16/07 http://www.etruth.com/News/Story/Print/415653/index.html #1TheTruth%LocalNewsMason/Porter(Mich.)townships:FirechiefsaystaxincreasecriticalServicemaybescaledbackifmillagedeniedPublished:Sunday,July08,2007bbTheTruth,A3Lastupdated:7/8/200712:00:10AMByKarenHarrisTruthRegionalReporterIfthemillagerequestsoughtbySoutheastPublicSafetyAuthorityflatlinesintheAug.7election,likeitdidin2006,PorterTownshipFireandEMSwillchange."Ifwedon'tgetadditionalfunding,wewillbeforcedtofacescalingbackourservice,"MikeHoldeman,Porterfirechief,said."Thefirstthingwewillhavetodoisremoveavehiclefromservicebbafiretruckorambulance.Second,wewillhavetolayoffourpaidstaffandrelysolelyonvolunteers.Wehavehadadifficulttimegettingvolunteerswhoareavailableduringtheday,asmosthavefullbtimejobs,"Holdemansaid."Wecancontinuethiswayforawhilebeforewewillhavetoloseservicealtogether,"hesaid.Theauthority,a"specialpurposegovernmententity"formedin2004toprovideandoverseefireprotectionandemergencymedicalservicesforMasonandPortertownships,nowhasnomillagefunding.TheauthorityisfundedbyMasonandPortertownships'generalfunds.Voterswillbeaskedtoapprove2mills,theequivalentof$2forevery$1,000oftaxablevaluation.In2006,theauthorityaskedfor2.25mills,butvotersturneditdownbyatotalcount(bothtownships)of516noto267yes."Ourfundingcomesfromthetownships.Wegetaportionofpropertytaxmoney,aswellasaportionofthetownship'srevenuesharing.Ourfundingproblemsarepartiallyduetothestate'srevenuesharingcuts,"Holdemansaid.Thisyear'sPorterFireandEMSbudgetis$209,000tocoverthesoutherntwobthirdsofPorterTownshipandallofMasonTownship.TheauthoritynegotiatesacontractwithNewbergTownshipforfireandEMScoverageforthenorthernonebthirdofPorterTownship.Incomehasdeclineddrasticallywhileoperatingexpenseshaveincreased,includingfuel,insuranceandequipment,anddemandsfortheservicehaveincreasedwiththeincreaseinresidentialgrowth,Holdemansaid.In2006,PorterFireandEMScombinedmade490runstoserveacombinedpopulationofjustmorethan6,300.PorterFirehasthreepartbtimestaffand21volunteerswhoanswercalls24hoursaday,sevendaysaweek."Ithinkthereasonthemillagefailedlastyearwasthatfewpeoplehadaccurateinformationandmostpeoplehonestlydon'tbelievetheyareindangeroflosingEMSservice,"Holdemansaid."Theymayevenlosetheirfireservice.Peopledon'trealizeweneedmoremoneytocontinuetooperate,"hesaid.Theauthoritywillrequireapproximately$1millioninapparatuswithinthreeyearstobeincompliancewithfederalregulations,accordingtoauthoritydocuments."Ifresidentslosetheirfireservice,itwillendupcostingthemmorethanthecostofthemillage,"Holdemansaid,notinghomeownerinsurancepremiumscouldincreasebetween$150and$500.Ifthemillagerequestisapproved,Holdemanseespossibilities."Wewouldhavethefinancestoupdateequipmentandservices.WecouldaddfullbtimeEMTsandupgradetheambulanceservicetolimitedadvancelifesupport.Iwouldalsoliketoinstallastormsiren,"hesaid.Ifthemillagepasses,PorterTownshipwillretaintheportionofthefundsnowgoingtothefireandambulanceservice."Thismeansthetownshipwillhavemorefundstodothingslikerepairroads,"Holdemansaid.AdditionalInformation:ThedetailsWhat:SoutheastPublicSafetyAuthorityrequests2millsintheAug.7election.Communitymeeting:Noonto3p.m.Aug.4atPorterFireStation,69401BaldwinPrairieRoad,Union.Information:Call(269)641Ê7100.Soonavailableonlineathttp://www.ptfd.org,theWebsitewillincludeelectioninformationandamillagecalculatortodeterminewhatyou'dpayifthemillageisapproved.Twomillsisfiguredas$2forevery$1,000oftaxablevaluationyouhave.StoryLink:©Copyright2007TruthPublishingCo.


